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What is the Stretch Code? 

 Affects the energy code only 

 Amendment to the MA base energy code 

 

 Residential Construction: 

 15-20% more energy efficient 

 Commercial: 
 20% more energy efficient 

 

 The Stretch Code is similar to the 2012 IECC 

 
 



Misconceptions 

 The Stretch Code is new and experimental 

 The Stretch Code requires tight unhealthy homes 

 The Stretch Code requires foam insulation 

 The Stretch Code requires mechanical ventilation 

 Homes with oil heat cannot meet the Stretch Code 

 Town residents will be required to update their existing 

homes 
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What is the Stretch Code? 



Why Adopt the Stretch Code? 

 Less Infrastructure 
 

 Imported fuels 
 

 Natural Resources 
 

 Pollution 
 

 Climate Change 
 

 Grants for Municipal Projects 



Why an Optional Stretch Code? 

 Several towns and cities asked for the 

ability to adopt stronger building codes 

 

 BBRS developed one alternative code that 

is consistent across the state 





What does the Stretch Code Apply to?  

 Same application as the MA base energy code 

 Insulation 

 Doors, Windows, Skylights 

 Mechanical Equipment 

 Lighting 

 Appliances 

 Building tightness 

 Duct tightness 

 Renewables 



What does the Stretch Code Apply to?  

 Residential 
 Additions 

 Home Renovations 

 New Construction 

 Commercial (5,000+sq/ft) 

 New Construction 

 Additions 

 Renovations Exempt 



Additions and Renovations 
Prescriptive or Performance Path 

 Prescriptive Path  
 ENERGY STAR Windows, Doors and Skylights  

 Tight Ducts – completely new duct systems only 

 Contractor Verified Thermal Bypass Checklist 

 Performance Path  
 Whole house HERS Rating 

 Renovations: 

 HERS 85 < 2,000 sq ft. 

 HERS 80 ≥ 2,000 sq ft. 

 Additions: 
 HERS 70 < 3,000 sq ft. 

 HERS 65 ≥ 3,000 sq ft. 

 

 

 

 



New Homes 
Performance Path 

 Performance is the only option 

 HERS 70 < 3,000 sq ft. 

 HERS 65 ≥ 3,000 sq ft. 

 

 HERS Rating Company 

 Review building plans 

 Thermal bypass Checklist 

 Blower-door and duct testing 



 Home Energy Rating System (HERS) Index 
 

 Internal Revenue Service 

 U.S. Department of Energy 

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

 Mortgage Industry 

 Massachusetts Base Code - Alternative Path 

 Mass Save Residential New Construction Program 

 

 

New Homes 
Performance Path 



 Governed by the Residential Energy 
Services Network (RESNET) 

 

 Technical Standards 

 Testing Procedures 

 Quality Assurance 

 Continuing Education 

 Code of Ethics 

 Complaint Resolution 

 

New Homes 
Performance Path 



Residential Incentives 
 Almost the same as the Stretch Code 

 Approx 30% of new homes in MA  

 Builder incentives/rebates  
 $750 - $7000 for SFD 

 $350 - $4,000 for MF 

 Additional 

 Appliances – up to $50 

 Heating – up to $1,500 

 Cooling – up to $500 

 Lighting – free CFLs 

 HERS raters 

 $700 - $900 

Massachusetts Residential New 

Construction Program 



Cost of the Stretch Code 

Housetype Size Upgrade 

Costs 

Add’l Annual 

Mortgage 

Annual 

Savings 

Single Family 2,672 $2,949 $214 $507 

w/ incentives 2,672 $1,755 $127 $516 

Single Family 4,462 $6,476 $471 $1,455 

w/ incentives 4.462 $5,176 $376 $1,455 

Single Family 1,708 $4,162 $302 $583 

w/ incentives 1,708 $3,243 $236 $595 



COMMERCIAL STRETCH CODE 



Commercial ‘Stretch’ Appendix 

 New buildings and additions over 5,000 ft2   

 Two Options (depending on size) 

• Performance option - 20% below Code 

• Prescriptive option for most building types  

5,000 - 100,000 ft2 
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Commercial ‘Stretch’ Appendix 

 Performance option 

 20% below Code (ASHRAE 90.1-2007 appendix G) 

 all buildings over 100,000 ft2 

 Special Energy Use Buildings over 40,000 ft2 (Labs, 
Supermarkets, Warehouses)  

 

 Prescriptive option for most building types  

 5,000 - 100,000 ft2  
 

 Special Code Exemptions (comply with base 
code) 

 
 

 







 Code Compliance & Inspections 

 Same as base code 

 

 Code Official has the same authority 

 Same building inspections 

 Approves building documents 



 Training on new energy codes 

 Covering both the IECC 2009 & Stretch code 

 Provided free to all Code Officials 

 Provided at cost to building professionals 

 Register online: www.cetonline.org 

 Energy star homes training available for free: 

 www.MassSave.com 

 Utilities offer commercial ‘Core Performance’ 

energy training 
 



Future of the Stretch Code 

 The MA base energy code will update in 2014 

 

 The Stretch Code will update too 

 

 More energy efficient 
 

 No details yet 
 

 Automatic Adoption 

 
 

 
 



Questions? 










